Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 263539 
ORIGIN 10-14 
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DRAFTED BY:IO/UNA:BJSHARP 
APPROVED BY :IO/UNA: JFTEFFT 

034403 040716Z/21 

P 031935Z NOV 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 263539 

FOR AMBASSADORS YOUNG AND MC HENRY FROM UNA 

FOLLOWING REPEAT HAVANA 0499 SENT ACTION SECSTATE INFO LUSAKA 
MOSCOW PRETORIA NOV 01. 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL HAVANA 0499 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR WA CU 

SUBJECT: SWAPO CHIEF MEETS CASTRO 

1 . FIDEL CASTRO HELD MEETING WITH NAMIBIAN SWAPO LEADER SAM NUJOMA, 
OCTOBER 29. CASTRO WAS ACCOMPANIED BY OSMANY CIENFUEGOS, SECRETARY 
OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. NUJOMA DEPARTED 
HAVANA, AFTER THREE-DAY VISIT HERE. OCTOBER 30, FOR MOSCOW TO PARTI 
CIPATE IN CELEBRATIONS HONORING SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF BOLSHEVIK 
REVOLUTION. 

2. PRESS ACCOUNT OF CASTRO MEETING MERELY INDICATES THAT DISCUS- 
SION REAFFIRMED SWAPO-CUBAN CP TIES AND SOLIDARITY OF CUBA WITH 
STRUGGLE OF PEOPLES OF SOUTHWEST AFRICA. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE NOT OPENLY CRITICAL OF CONTACT GROUP EFFORT ON 
NAMIBIA, OSMANY CIENFUEGOS, IN CONVERSATION WITH USINT OFFICER, 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 263539 

OCTOBER 26, QUESTIONED SINCERITY OF SOUTH AFRICAN INTENTION TO WITH- 
DRAW FROM NAMIBIA. CIENFUEGOS RAISED SPECTER OF POSSIBLE SOUTH 
AFRICAN INTRUSION INTO ANGOLA (A POINT THAT HAS ALSO FIGURED ONCE OR 
TWICE IN ANGOLAN LEADERS' STATEMENTS QUOTED IN CUBAN PRESS) 

AND SPOKE OF UTILITY OF SWAPO ARMED STRUGGLE IN CONVINCING PRETORIA 
TO DEPART. JUDGING FROM OTHER REMARKS BY CIENFUEGOS, CUBANS SEE 
ANGOLAN SECURITY SITUATION AS CLOSELY LINKED WITH SOUTH AFRICAN 
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WITHDRAWAL, WILLING OR OTHERWISE, FROM NAMIBIA. 

LANE UMXQ MAIIWANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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